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LOCAL

Saga Jäger, Bella

As the resources in the su-
UURXQGLQJ� SDULVKHV� VSUHDG�

WKLQQHU�� PHQWDO� DQG� VSLULWXDO�
KHDOWK� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� DW� ODU-
JH�NHHSV�GHFOLQLQJ�while the re-
sources of both small lakeland 
assylums and small lakeland re-
ligious communities remain over 
FDSDFLW\��7KH�VSLOO�RYHU�KDV�ÀRR-
ded the assylums of Stornheist. 

6HHQ� LQ� WKH�¿JXUH�DERYH�� WKH�
50-day moving average of ad-
missions has crossed the 200-
day moving average of admis-
sions in what statisticians at 
+HUPDQ�%URWKHUV�DQG�&R��FDOO�D�
“golden cross.” Though it sounds 
like something to do with the 
nature of thresholds within The 
Vale, it does not: it indicates 
D� � VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDQJH� LQ�XSZDUG�
momentum regarding both mo-
YLQJ�DYHUDJHV��0HDQLQJ�QRW�RQO\�
is Stornheist and assylums like 
LW�RYHUZKHOPHG��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�
IXQFWLRQLQJ� XQGHU� FDSDFLW\� DO-
ready for the beds taken out by 
the crash of Vritra), but that the 
PRPHQWXP� LQ� SV\FKLDWULF� SD-
tients will only continue. 
$V� ,� ZULWH� WKLV� IURP�%HOOD� LQ�

the lakeland region, one woman 
���WKH�¿UVWERUQ�DPRQJ�PDQ\�ERU-
thers and sisters -- has been for-
ced into a caravan heading north 
to be admitted to the assylum. 
Where will they go when they 
DUULYH�WR�¿QG�6WRUQKHLVW�ERRNHG�
to the brim? 

Though medical laws in the 
north ban me from saying things 
outright, I can say this much 
DERXW�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�SDWLHQW��VKH�
IHHOV�D�FDOOLQJ�DQG�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�WR�
¿QG�WZR�QLFNQDPHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
a muse she seems to have lost, an 
H[SHULHQFH� VKH� ZURWH� DERXW� EH-
fore her mind cracked. Do with 
that information what you will, 
but it seems that some sort of 
feline hallucination has her twit-
ching like a caught little bird.

Sad case, of course, but she 
remains only one of a large mi-
gration of clinically insane or 
VSLULWXDOO\� SRVVHVVHG� SHUVRQV�
heading towards Dragonsmaw. �

MASSIVE 
LQÀX[�RI�LQVDQH�
patients storm 
Stornheist

Daubode Gutermuth, Poinarium

Due to the Vritra drought, 
the region faces many 

forms of extinction, even though 
the merchants from surroun-
GLQJ�ZRUOGV�FRQWLQXH�WR�EHQH¿W�
IURP����DQG�H[SORLW����WKH�FDSLWDO�
city for its goods. Drought in the 
UHJLRQ�WKUHDWHQV�WR�GU\�XS�PRUH�
than the drake: several have 
died of thirst in the foothills and 
LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�SHDNV��)DPLQH�
has followed, with now our third 
VHDVRQ�RI�GHDG�FURSV��7KH�SUHV-
sure on the economy has added 
danger to the countryside, dan-
ger to the mountainside, trouble 
WR� WKH� VKLSSLQJ� ODQHV�� DQG�KDU-
VKLS� WR� WKH�PLQHV��<HW�� VWLOO� WKH�
region thrives wit love.

Archers have taken to guar-
GLQJ� IUXLW� SLFNHUV� DQG�� LI� DQ�
DSSOH� RU� D� SHDU� IDOOV� WR� WKH�
JURXQG�EHIRUH�LW�FDQ�EH�SLFNHG��
WKH\�VKRRW�WKHP�PLGDLU�WR�NHHS�
them from decay: we must save 
whatever rations we can. And 
if even the least fruit falls and 
LV� VSDUHG�� WKH� UHJLRQ� ZLOO� WKUL-
ve. However, even the smallest 
greencrown warbler will go af-
WHU� VXFK� EROWHG� IUXLWV� �SLFWXUHG�
right). The archers seem not to 
mind: they consider it to be so-
mething of a gift to be out there 
KXQWLQJ� DSSOHV� ULJKW� DORQJVLGH�
the birds. It seems to them the 
OHDVW�YLROHQW�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�
craft since the tulestringing of 
WKH� (PSHURU¶V� ZHGGLQJ� ¿IW\�
years hitherto.

Rations have started in every 
FRUQHU�RI�WKH�,PSHULDO�&UHVFHQW��
EXW�WKLV�KDV�QRW�EURXJKW�GHVSDLU�
LQ�WKH�PRVW�KRPH\�DQG�KRVSLWL-
EOH�W\SHV��3RWODWFK�KDV�UHWXUQHG�
WR� WKH� ODQG� RQFH� SRSXODWHG� E\�
QDWLYHV� ZKR� YLHZHG� SRZHU� DV�
coming from he who is most 
ZLOOLQJ�WR�VDFUL¿FH��PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�
WR�JLYH��PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�R̆HU�WKH�

ultimate gift for a friend in need: 
WKRVH� ZKR� FRQTXHU� WKURXJK�
wielding their deaths as an ar-
mament for their friends. In 
WKLV� FDVH�� ZH� ¿QG� ORFDO� KRYHOV�
DQG�KXWV�¿OOHG�WR�EULPPLQJ�ZLWK�
those who seem to be collabo-
rating on large events of shared 
KRVSLWDOLW\��9HU\��YHU\�IHZ�LQ�WKH�
surrounding regions are going 
KXQJU\�� EXW� QRW� IRU� VXUSOXV� RI�
IRRG��ZH�DUH�IRXQG�ZDQWLQJ��QRU�
IRU�ZDQW�RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ��SOHQW\�
have come to take advantage of 
us), but rather throught he ge-
nerousity of the locals.

Some, still under what in-
ÀXHQFH� UHPDLQV� RI� WKH� QRU-
WKHUQ� VWRU\ZHDYHUV�� VZHDU� XS�

and down that the author of 
this story has made us as simi-
litudes  of himself and is whis-
SHULQJ� IRU� XV� WR� EH� OLNH� KLP� LQ�
taking care of neighbor and the 
like. Those seem to think that if 
said author -- or authors -- is for 
us, then the antagonists of our 
story have no real substantive 
RSSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HQG��EH�LW�WKHIW�
or hoarding or active draining 
DQG�EXUQLQJ� �VHH� DOVR� WKH� HOHF-
WLRQ�RI� WKH�QH[W� �:RRGZDUG��S��
����8QVHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�ORYH�RI�
said authrs, such storyweavers 
and their ilk assume that none 
RI� WKH� FHOHVWLDO� SRZHUV� FDXVLQJ�
WKH�SDLQ�LQ�9ULWUD¶V�FRUH��QRQH�RI�
the threats of death or life, none 

Greencrown 
warblers will go 

after fruits bolted 
by archers hunting 
for the leavings the 

pickers miss.

DEATH ALL DAY: 
From famine to 
danger to thirst — 
region faces many 
threats, yet loves.

RI� WKH�SRWHQWLDO�SUHVHQWV�RU� IX-
WXUHV�RU�SDVWV�DYDLOEOH�WR�XV�YLD�
memorium threshold can sever 
this link.
2WKHUV��SUHVHQW�DXWKRU�LQFOX-

GHG��¿QG� WKH� LGHD�RI� DQ�DXWKRU�
SDWHQWO\� DEVXUG�� 6LPSOHU� VROX-
WLRQV�PXVW�H[LVW�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�PHPHQWRPHV��RI�WKH�VSRQWD-
neous scrawlings on the moun-
tainsides, and of the contingen-
cy of the world itself. No author 
or gamers will save us from the 
SUHVHQW�PDODG\��ZKDWHYHU�3DWUL-
FLD�%RQQHW�VD\V�LQ�KHU��DV�RI�WKLV�

LVVXH��³%RRN�RI�WKH�<HDU�´�,�¿QG�
such fantasies nonsense. 
%XW� WKH� SUHVHQW� DXWKRU� FDQ-

QRW�GHQ\�ZDWFKLQJ�SHRSOH�act as 
LI� QRWKLQJ� FRXOG� VHSDUDWH� WKHP�
from the love of said authors or 
JDPHUV� GRHV� LQVSLUH�� ,W¶V� PR-
ving to watch the so-deluded 
R̆HU�IUXLWV�WR�WKH�ZDUEOHUV�DV�LI�
they were brothers, of a kind. To 
face the mountain swords with 
VPLOHV�DQG� WXUQ� WKH� IRUHVW�¿UHV�
to ice. It gives one courage, at 
OHDVW�� %XW� VR� FDQ� DQ� LQVDQH� DV-
ylum, in the right mood. �

Local archers shot through falling apple, warbler stole it. /// AVALONA

We face all kinds of death for drake’s sake.


