
bag. We have no acidifying for-
mulation. Dreamleapers have 
left the continent. And most 
SHRSOH� ÀQG� WKUHVKROGLQJ� WR� EH�
too out of fashion. 

We may well have to submit 
to the aeronautic union 

as they propose a sort of sea-to-
land aereal irrigation system not 
XQOLNH� WKRVH� WKH� ÀUHÀJKWHUV� RI�
Duecoden use to stomp out wha-
tever eldritch weavings the crea-
tures at the center of the black 
forest cook up. The upside being 
that the children have found 
themselves well entertained 
in sliding down the dragon’s* 
wings and tail — an activity that 
KDV�WKH�DGGHG�HͿHFWV�RI�ERWK�NHH-
ping the dragon* in high spirits 
and showing the parents there’s 
more to do than merely watch 
the kiddos in a drought, sowing 
and reaping as it were.

If you pray, intercede for the 
rain. If you have access to a 

thunderstone and are willing to 
donate it, the Crescent will see 
you duly compensated. And if 
you know of any Dynams able 
to do a rain dance, please send 
a Muselink call to the Imperial 
Crescent Council at the Dra-
gonsmaw town hall or send a 
courier to Tobias Aurelius  at the 
Dragonsmaw Graveyard inhu-
PHPHQW�RFHV��

Tobias Aurelius, Dragonsmaw

Five months ago, Vritra — ill 
and desperate — crashed 

headlong into the loadbearing 
wall  that Stornheist shares with 
the North Gate and ever since 
our surrounding lands grow 
nothing, bear nothing, receive 
nothing, and hold no measure of 
moisture. The crash came willfu-
lly — she claimed at first, though 
she has since spoken little — in 
KRSHV� WR� ÀQG� D� SK\VLFDO��PHWD-
physical, or spiritual cure to her 
malady. Since her crash, no cure 
has emerged.

The chaos of the crash ini-
tially killed three dozen burn 
victims  from a brimstone ex-
plosion in the south (gun-to-
ting bandits once more broke 
into the stores of Shæieœuois-
hæeœuoevæieœuouh  whom 
these valiant citizens fended 
RͿ���7KH�EXUQ��YLFWLPV�KDG�EHHQ���
recovering in the orthopoedic 
ward as the medical ward had 
been overrun with starving pa-
tients.  However, the room was 
reconverted into a military triage 
and since there’s no rain to wo-
rry about, they did not bother to 
cover the hole other than to post 
a few bowmen, what for the wild 
steelchoppers.

Vritra losing orbit. Water dries and people pray as she prepares to crash. /// Mibble Mumpingson
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BeyonD a shaDow of a Drought: 
still no Cure or DoCtor for Vritra

Polyacrylic acid, ice dialysis, & dream clouds: big ideas, no cure.

In the world of underground 
Phi games, any number of bets 
can be made and lost: forms 
and fasions, mensch and mo-
nies, toys and tech. The latter 
KDV� FDXVHG� D� UHFHQW� VFX̆� XS�
in the regulator courts devo-
WHG�WR�VHHNLQJ�DQG�¿QGLQJ�WKH�
FXOSULWV�ZKR�EHW�DVVHWV�WKH\�GLG�
not own. Like the derivatives 
market, such bets can include 
PHUH� GHEW� ÀRDW� ²� \RX� FRXOG��
if you wanted to, literally buy 
a game of Phi for a song: the 

ULJKWV�WR�D�VRQJ��WKH�PHWDSK\-
sical meaning of a song, and 
so forth. Of course this creates 
SUREOHPV� LI� \RX� GR� QRW� RZQ�
said song. In this case, the bet 
PDGH� ZDV� IRU� D� VKLSPHQW� RI�
archivist’s mementomes, al-
ready linked to the ellusive and 
rumored Storyweaver archive, 
as well as the ice dialysis bags 
SRWHQWLDOO\�QHHGHG��SHU�P\�FR-
OOHDJXH�DERYH��WR�¿QG�D�FXUH�IRU�
Vritra, the ailing raindrake.
   Whoever made the bet seems 

blissfully unaware that both 
WKH� UHFHLYHUV�RI� WKH�ERXQW\� �LW�
seems the Zobrine dwarve exe-
cutives and the etins of Ashen 
EHQH¿WWHG� HTXDOO\�� DQG� WKR-
se who lost the tech are hun-
ting for him. If you have any 
knowledge of the whereabouts 
of the thief or bore witnessed 
to the bet and resulting fallout, 
contact any agent at any watch 
SUHFLQFW�� 0HDQZKLOH�� PLQG�
your wagers.  �

Manhunt continues for tech thief.

Cures for such drake mala-
dies (Vritra, as per her usual, 

refuses to accept the name of 
“dragon” claiming only one dra-
gon exists on Gergia — indeed in 
HYHU\�/HXN�V\VWHP��KDYH�JURZQ�
KDUG�WR�ÀQG��$�SRVVLELOLW\�UHPD-
LQV� WKDW�ZH�PD\� ÀQG�'U��+DOF-
yon in the ice desert, who had 
travelled there initially to round 
up the machinery to create a lar-
ge dialysis bag and some sort of  
external osmotic agent in order 
to extract the locked water from 
the sodium polyacrylate the 
terrorists injected into Vritra’s 
heart’s fountain of youth. The 
other option is to acidify the wa-

terlocking solution and create a 
sort of polyacrylic acid. But with 
the dialysis bag, osmotic agent, 
and acid, that still only covers 
the physical reagents. The water 
seems metaphysically lodged in 
some sort of dreamworld  glass 
cumulonimbus cloud, which 
would need to be talked into 
wetting itself — and clouds, 
being young things, are noto-
riously shameful when it comes 
to pissing themselves in public. 
Of course so many metaphysical 
and physical solutions are use-
less unless synced up via some 
sort of soul threshold where the 
memory of water and its mani-

festation create a bliss link in the 
narrative mind.

Granted, that’s folly for now. 
Dr. Halcyon remains lost in 

his search for a giant ice dialysis 

 The water seems 
metaphysically 

lodged in a 
dreamworld glass 

cumulonimbus 
cloud.



Wisteria Angeloak, Freynz

As the Freynzian ridgers con-
WLQXH�WR�HQFURDFK�XSRQ�WKH�

9HJHYJR� ZRRGV� ��� SDUWLFXODUO\�
leeward near Havenrun -- the 
trees of that region have seen 
the need for a new king. A king 
LQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRRGV�LV�FDOOHG�
a Woodward and is considered 
WKH� ORZHVW� SRVLWLRQ� LQ� VRFLHW\�
as the Woodward’s roots bear 
XS�WKH�ZHLJKW�RI�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�
stock. 

The Havenrun trees started 
with an olive tree from fur-

ther south: come be our king, 
they told the tree. The tree -- 
named Frantoio -- declined. It 
SUHIHUUHG� WR� NHHS� LWV� GRPLQLRQ�
over olives by which demiurges, 
angels, humans, and magical 
narrators get honor: olive wood, 
ROLYH� RLO� UHPDLQHG� KHU� SULRULW\�
rather than holding sway over 
trees. 

In the second round of the 
QRPLQDWLQJ�SURFHVV��WKH�FRQ-

FODYH�DSSURDFKHG�D�PDVVLYH�ED\�
¿J� QDPHG� %XEED�� %XEED� %D\�
IHOW� ÀDWWHUHG�� REYLRXVO\� KH� KDG�
WKH�ZHLJKW�DQG�URRWV�WR�KROG�XS�
an entire region of hardwoord, 
FRQVLGHULQJ� WKH� VDSOLQJV� DQG�
WKHLU�IUXLW�DQG�WKH�HURVLRQ�UHTXL-
rements of a wood surrounded 
by so many rivers and streams. 
%XW� WKH� ¿J� QDPHG� %XEED� %D\�
GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�JLYH�XS�KLV�WHQ-
ding to fruits to hold sway over 
so many stocks. It seemed silly 
to him: “Why do friggin trees 
need a king?”

The trees then went, in suc-
cessive rounds of voting, to 

DQ�RDN��SUHIHUUHG� LWV�DFRUQV���D�
UHGZRRG��FROODERUDWLYH�KHLJKWV���
EROO\EUDPEOH� �LWV� EROO\ZRRG���
HOGHUEHUU\� �LWV� GLQJOHEHUULHV���
DVK��LWV�¿UHV���HZH��LWV�ERZ\HUV���
UXEEHU��WLUHV���FHGDU�ZDQWHG� LWV�
ODZ\HUV� WR� NHHS� WHOOLQJ� WKH� UH-
gion it was the tallest, though 
the great Timberlanks have 
long held that title in Gergia 
DQG� UHPDLQ� WKH� SULPH� KXQWLQJ�

JURXQGV� IRU� ULGJHUV�� SULPDLUO\�
GXH� WR� WKHLU� VSHHG�� VOLJKWQHVV��
and the amount of wood they 
SURGXFH�� 2I� FRXUVH�� WKH� LQGXV-
trialized ridgers who use machi-
QHV� DQG�QRW� VLPSO\� D� WKURZLQJ�
saw have all but decimated the 

7LPEHUODQN�WULEH��GLVUXSWLQJ�WKH�
V\PELRWLF� UHODWLRQVKLS� RI� PDQ�
and wood: of man who burns 
wood and of Timberlank who 
HDWV� WKH� EORRG� RI� ,YULDQV� �DQG�
outlying territories of course).

CHGDUDQJVW� DVLGH�� WKH\� DS-
SURDFKHG� D� QHDUE\� YLQH-

yard who also refused, due to its 
SULRULW\�RI�ZLQLQJ�DQG�GLQLQJ��RI�
being a sort of intersection for 
the magical and mundane. 

SR� WKH� WUHHV� DSSURDFKHG� LQ�
the last rounds of the fortni-

te a thornbush from out of town. 
The thornbush said, “If you so 
GHVSHUDWHO\�ZDQW�PH� DV�:RRG-
ward, come take refuge in my 
VKDGH��EXW�LI�QRW��OHW�D�¿UH�FRPH�
out of me and consume Freynze 
and Havenrun.” 

They denied him. Now Hav-
enrun is Woodwardless and 

the Timberlanks, ents, hurons, 
WURZV��¿NHUV�� DLNV�� DQG� WKH� UHVW�
have gathered together with the 
ULGJHUV�WR�SXW�WKH�¿UH�RXW��DOVR�D�
result of Vritra’s drought. �

NAME WRITER, Place

The envy of the last generation 
RI� VKLSSHUV� DQG� WUDLQVPHQ�

has allegedly returned to Dra-
JRQVPDZ��7KLUW\�¿YH�\HDUV�DJR��
Fancy Feast came to Dragons-
maw tagging onto the caboose 
of a thresholdrail en route from 
(DUWK��7KH�¿UVW�DUULYDO�RI�)DQF\�
Feast in Dragonsmaw brought 
ZLWK� LW� D� ZKROH� FLUFXV�� SDUUDGH��
and carnival in its wake. The fair 
featured odd animals such as 
the “cow,” a domesticated meat 
VXSSO\��VWUDQJH�\HW�VLPSOH�WHFK-
nology such as the “carribeaner,” 
a way of securing one’s self du-
ULQJ�D�PRXQWDLQ� FOLPELQJ�H[SH-
GLWLRQ�� DQG� ¿QH� DUW� VXFK� DV� WKH�
³ODYD�ODPS�´�D�MDU�RI�SDUD¿Q�ZD[�
and carbon tetrachloride that, 
when lit, resembles the radio-
DFWLYH� ODYD�ZH�¿QG� LQ�RXU�PRX-
QWDLQV� EXW� FDQQRW� NHHS� LQ� RXU�
homes.

SXFK� SURGXFWV� IDVFLQDWHG� WKH�
locals as well as folks from 

WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ� SURYLQFHV� ���
indeed it lead to the falling and 
rising of many who acted disho-
norably and in bad faith, mis-
treating long established family 
lines and crowning kings of laval 
ODPS�W\UDQWV��2I�SDUWLFXODU�LQWHU-
HVW�ZDV�WKH�/DYD�/DPS�0DVVDFUH�

of 1074 P.T., in which the seventy 
VRQV�RI�(PSHURU�2RKZKDWVLW�UH-
ached a rather grisly end on the 
WLS� RI� 'UDJRQFUHVW�� WKHLU� EORRG�
SRXUHG� GRZQ� LQWR� WKH� 3OD]D� RI�
the Gods where the basin me-
PRULDO��DQG�KROH�LQWR�7KH�&RUH��
remain to this day.

%ORRG\� FRXSV� RYHU� PDNHV-
hift resource scarcity not-

withstanding, the second arrival 
RI� )DQF\� )HDVW� WR� WKH� ,PSHULDO�
Crescent is sure to bring with it 
PDQ\�JRRG�WLPHV��KDUG�WD̆\��UL-
des through the glass dome, and 
fascinating technology lectures 
IURP�WKH�RXWWHU�SODQHWV� OLNH�1H-
gloa, Arris, and the wonderful 
mining giants of No’ad. Certanily 
theirs could come in handy as we 
try to dig for a solvent to treat the 
VRGLXP�SRO\DFU\ODWH�IURP�9ULWUD���
This author, for sure, will be wat-
ching and waiting for the immi-
nent arrival of Fancy Feast to 
Dragonsmaw -- you can be sure 
that the second coming of such a 
delectable treat will be met with 
WUXPSHWV�� XQGHUJURXQG� HXFKUH�
tournaments, cotton candy in-
fused with the dreams of small 
children, and the like. Rumors 
abound that Fancy Feast has al-
UHDG\�DUULYHG�DQG�WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�
OLQLQJ�XS�WR�EX\���
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FANCY FEAST 
has returned to  
Dragonsmaw!

2

2XWVLGHUV�VHL]H�SRZHU��EULQJ�¿UH�WR�UHJLRQ�LQ�WXUPRLO�

The treeclave in Freynz to delegate a new Woodward rerouted the Havenrun as a sort of protective moat. /// TUBBS esq.

Trees hold Havenrun conclave 
to hallow a new Woodward.

GILP GILP: Gilp, Gilp-gilp — gilp 
Gilp gilp, gilp. Gilp gilp gilp.
Gilp Gilp Gilp Gilp, Greyriver
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GLOS�� JLOS�� JLOS�� *LOS�� JLOS��
JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�

JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�

JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�JLOS�
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Depiction of Gilp Gilp prior to being lost / PHOTO SIGNATURE

NEWS

The imminent 
arrival of 

Fancy Feast to 
Dragonsmaw 

will be met with 
trumpets.

A king in this 
part of the 

woods is called 
a Woodward: 

considered lowest.

The trees went 
in successive 

rounds of voting 
to an oak, rubber, 
bollybramble, etc.
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LOCAL

Saga Jäger, Bella

As the resources in the su-
UURXQGLQJ� SDULVKHV� VSUHDG�

WKLQQHU�� PHQWDO� DQG� VSLULWXDO�
KHDOWK� RI� WKH� SRSXODWLRQ� DW� ODU-
JH�NHHSV�GHFOLQLQJ�while the re-
sources of both small lakeland 
assylums and small lakeland re-
ligious communities remain over 
FDSDFLW\��7KH�VSLOO�RYHU�KDV�ÀRR-
ded the assylums of Stornheist. 

6HHQ� LQ� WKH�¿JXUH�DERYH�� WKH�
50-day moving average of ad-
missions has crossed the 200-
day moving average of admis-
sions in what statisticians at 
+HUPDQ�%URWKHUV�DQG�&R��FDOO�D�
“golden cross.” Though it sounds 
like something to do with the 
nature of thresholds within The 
Vale, it does not: it indicates 
D� � VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDQJH� LQ�XSZDUG�
momentum regarding both mo-
YLQJ�DYHUDJHV��0HDQLQJ�QRW�RQO\�
is Stornheist and assylums like 
LW�RYHUZKHOPHG��QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�
IXQFWLRQLQJ� XQGHU� FDSDFLW\� DO-
ready for the beds taken out by 
the crash of Vritra), but that the 
PRPHQWXP� LQ� SV\FKLDWULF� SD-
tients will only continue. 
$V� ,� ZULWH� WKLV� IURP�%HOOD� LQ�

the lakeland region, one woman 
���WKH�¿UVWERUQ�DPRQJ�PDQ\�ERU-
thers and sisters -- has been for-
ced into a caravan heading north 
to be admitted to the assylum. 
Where will they go when they 
DUULYH�WR�¿QG�6WRUQKHLVW�ERRNHG�
to the brim? 

Though medical laws in the 
north ban me from saying things 
outright, I can say this much 
DERXW�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�SDWLHQW��VKH�
IHHOV�D�FDOOLQJ�DQG�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�WR�
¿QG�WZR�QLFNQDPHU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�
a muse she seems to have lost, an 
H[SHULHQFH� VKH� ZURWH� DERXW� EH-
fore her mind cracked. Do with 
that information what you will, 
but it seems that some sort of 
feline hallucination has her twit-
ching like a caught little bird.

Sad case, of course, but she 
remains only one of a large mi-
gration of clinically insane or 
VSLULWXDOO\� SRVVHVVHG� SHUVRQV�
heading towards Dragonsmaw. �

MASSIVE 
LQÀX[�RI�LQVDQH�
patients storm 
Stornheist

Daubode Gutermuth, Poinarium

Due to the Vritra drought, 
the region faces many 

forms of extinction, even though 
the merchants from surroun-
GLQJ�ZRUOGV�FRQWLQXH�WR�EHQH¿W�
IURP����DQG�H[SORLW����WKH�FDSLWDO�
city for its goods. Drought in the 
UHJLRQ�WKUHDWHQV�WR�GU\�XS�PRUH�
than the drake: several have 
died of thirst in the foothills and 
LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQ�SHDNV��)DPLQH�
has followed, with now our third 
VHDVRQ�RI�GHDG�FURSV��7KH�SUHV-
sure on the economy has added 
danger to the countryside, dan-
ger to the mountainside, trouble 
WR� WKH� VKLSSLQJ� ODQHV�� DQG�KDU-
VKLS� WR� WKH�PLQHV��<HW�� VWLOO� WKH�
region thrives wit love.

Archers have taken to guar-
GLQJ� IUXLW� SLFNHUV� DQG�� LI� DQ�
DSSOH� RU� D� SHDU� IDOOV� WR� WKH�
JURXQG�EHIRUH�LW�FDQ�EH�SLFNHG��
WKH\�VKRRW�WKHP�PLGDLU�WR�NHHS�
them from decay: we must save 
whatever rations we can. And 
if even the least fruit falls and 
LV� VSDUHG�� WKH� UHJLRQ� ZLOO� WKUL-
ve. However, even the smallest 
greencrown warbler will go af-
WHU� VXFK� EROWHG� IUXLWV� �SLFWXUHG�
right). The archers seem not to 
mind: they consider it to be so-
mething of a gift to be out there 
KXQWLQJ� DSSOHV� ULJKW� DORQJVLGH�
the birds. It seems to them the 
OHDVW�YLROHQW�DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�
craft since the tulestringing of 
WKH� (PSHURU¶V� ZHGGLQJ� ¿IW\�
years hitherto.

Rations have started in every 
FRUQHU�RI�WKH�,PSHULDO�&UHVFHQW��
EXW�WKLV�KDV�QRW�EURXJKW�GHVSDLU�
LQ�WKH�PRVW�KRPH\�DQG�KRVSLWL-
EOH�W\SHV��3RWODWFK�KDV�UHWXUQHG�
WR� WKH� ODQG� RQFH� SRSXODWHG� E\�
QDWLYHV� ZKR� YLHZHG� SRZHU� DV�
coming from he who is most 
ZLOOLQJ�WR�VDFUL¿FH��PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�
WR�JLYH��PRVW�ZLOOLQJ�WR�R̆HU�WKH�

ultimate gift for a friend in need: 
WKRVH� ZKR� FRQTXHU� WKURXJK�
wielding their deaths as an ar-
mament for their friends. In 
WKLV� FDVH�� ZH� ¿QG� ORFDO� KRYHOV�
DQG�KXWV�¿OOHG�WR�EULPPLQJ�ZLWK�
those who seem to be collabo-
rating on large events of shared 
KRVSLWDOLW\��9HU\��YHU\�IHZ�LQ�WKH�
surrounding regions are going 
KXQJU\�� EXW� QRW� IRU� VXUSOXV� RI�
IRRG��ZH�DUH�IRXQG�ZDQWLQJ��QRU�
IRU�ZDQW�RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ��SOHQW\�
have come to take advantage of 
us), but rather throught he ge-
nerousity of the locals.

Some, still under what in-
ÀXHQFH� UHPDLQV� RI� WKH� QRU-
WKHUQ� VWRU\ZHDYHUV�� VZHDU� XS�

and down that the author of 
this story has made us as simi-
litudes  of himself and is whis-
SHULQJ� IRU� XV� WR� EH� OLNH� KLP� LQ�
taking care of neighbor and the 
like. Those seem to think that if 
said author -- or authors -- is for 
us, then the antagonists of our 
story have no real substantive 
RSSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HQG��EH�LW�WKHIW�
or hoarding or active draining 
DQG�EXUQLQJ� �VHH� DOVR� WKH� HOHF-
WLRQ�RI� WKH�QH[W� �:RRGZDUG��S��
����8QVHSDUDWHG�IURP�WKH�ORYH�RI�
said authrs, such storyweavers 
and their ilk assume that none 
RI� WKH� FHOHVWLDO� SRZHUV� FDXVLQJ�
WKH�SDLQ�LQ�9ULWUD¶V�FRUH��QRQH�RI�
the threats of death or life, none 

Greencrown 
warblers will go 

after fruits bolted 
by archers hunting 
for the leavings the 

pickers miss.

DEATH ALL DAY: 
From famine to 
danger to thirst — 
region faces many 
threats, yet loves.

RI� WKH�SRWHQWLDO�SUHVHQWV�RU� IX-
WXUHV�RU�SDVWV�DYDLOEOH�WR�XV�YLD�
memorium threshold can sever 
this link.
2WKHUV��SUHVHQW�DXWKRU�LQFOX-

GHG��¿QG� WKH� LGHD�RI� DQ�DXWKRU�
SDWHQWO\� DEVXUG�� 6LPSOHU� VROX-
WLRQV�PXVW�H[LVW�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�PHPHQWRPHV��RI�WKH�VSRQWD-
neous scrawlings on the moun-
tainsides, and of the contingen-
cy of the world itself. No author 
or gamers will save us from the 
SUHVHQW�PDODG\��ZKDWHYHU�3DWUL-
FLD�%RQQHW�VD\V�LQ�KHU��DV�RI�WKLV�

LVVXH��³%RRN�RI�WKH�<HDU�´�,�¿QG�
such fantasies nonsense. 
%XW� WKH� SUHVHQW� DXWKRU� FDQ-

QRW�GHQ\�ZDWFKLQJ�SHRSOH�act as 
LI� QRWKLQJ� FRXOG� VHSDUDWH� WKHP�
from the love of said authors or 
JDPHUV� GRHV� LQVSLUH�� ,W¶V� PR-
ving to watch the so-deluded 
R̆HU�IUXLWV�WR�WKH�ZDUEOHUV�DV�LI�
they were brothers, of a kind. To 
face the mountain swords with 
VPLOHV�DQG� WXUQ� WKH� IRUHVW�¿UHV�
to ice. It gives one courage, at 
OHDVW�� %XW� VR� FDQ� DQ� LQVDQH� DV-
ylum, in the right mood. �

Local archers shot through falling apple, warbler stole it. /// AVALONA

We face all kinds of death for drake’s sake.



mass extinCtions: Murrugloans 
mourn homeworld shattering

Fragments of the shattering Murrugloa planet burn upon entering Negloa’s atmosphere. /// NEGSA

Slick Sillikers, Murrugloa (Strengalo sys)

Though continued local griefs 
mar the face of a once lus-

FLRXV� ,PSHULDO� &UHVFHHQW�� VRPH�
DVWUDO� SKHQRPHQD� LQGLFDWH� WKDW�
ours may not be an isolated case. 
Recent evidence arose that the 
VSLULW� FKDUJHG� ZLWK� RYHUVHHLQJ�
WKH�7RU�RI�6WUHQJDOR����WKH�SODQHW�
0XUUXJORD� ��� KDV� UHEHOOHG� DJD-
inst the star and chosen to turn 
WKH� SODQHW� LQWR� D� URJXH� SODQHW��
7KH�SODQHW�KDV� FDUHHQHG�R̆�RU-
bit into the womb of the worlds 
VSHFL¿F� WR� LWV� GLPHQVLRQ� DQG� LV�
leaving the safety of its local star.

IW� VHHPV� WKH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI�
VXFK� URJXH� SODQHW� DFWLRQV�� DW�

OHDVW� LQ� WKLV� SDUWLFXODU� LQVWDQFH��
are that the Onyx and Obsidion 
world itself is shattering. The 
SULPH� HYLGHQFH� IRU� WKLV� FDPH�
from the NEGSA observatory 
ODWH� LQ� WKH� 1HJORDQ� GHHS� QLJKW��
7KH\� VSLHG� D� VHULHV� RI� D� KDOI�
GR]HQ� ODUJH� FKXQNV� RI� WKH� SOD-
QHW�EXUQLQJ�XSRQ�HQWU\�LQWR�WKH�
Negloan mercurial and silver 
QLWUDWH� DWPRVSKHUH�� 0RVW� EXU-
QHG�DZD\��EXW�RQH�RI� WKH�SLHFHV�
crashed into a sealed silver ore 
ZHOO�DQG�H[SORGHG�XSRQ�LPSDFW��
shooting molden silver all over 
WKH� ODQGVFDSH�� *HRORJLVWV� DUH�
OHWWLQJ� LW� FRRO� DQG� WKHQ� SODQ� WR�
LQVSHFW� WKH� URFN� LWVHOI� ZKLOH� D�
recovery team has searched the 
area for survivors who may have 
ULGGHQ�DWRS�RU�ZLWKLQ�WKH�URFN�WR�
HVFDSOH�WKH�SODQHW¶V�VKDWWHULQJ�

AV� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV� RI� WKH�
VKDWWHULQJ�RI�D�URJXH�SODQHW�

ULSSOH�WKURXJK�WKH�VHYHQ�V\VWHPV�
of the vale, we here in Gergia 
KDYH� IRXQG� VSHFLHV� VXFLSWSOH�
to a homeworld lifelink to face 
imminent, mass extinction. It 
seems many such bodies cannot 
live without the mind being do-
nated from teh consciousness 
RYHU�WKHLU�SODQHW��$�UHG�WLGH��IRU�
LQVWDQFH��ZDV�QRWLFHG�R̆�WKH�VKR-
UH�RI�+DYH�DQG��XSRQ�ELRORJLFDO�
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Something larger may be happening in The Vale.,17(5725�����,17(50281'

and envoironmental investiga-
tion, this was shown to have no 
ḢFLHQW� RU� PDWHULDO� FDXVDWLRQ�
VWHPPLQJ� IURP� WKH� FRQVHTXHQ-
FHV� RI� WKH� ,PSHULDO� GURXJKW��
5DWKHU�� WKH� VSHFLHV� VHHP� RQO\�
correlated in having originated 
-- or their originators having 
originated, as in the case of the 
URFN�ELWHUV����RQ�WKH�SODQHW�0X-
rrugloa. With the formal and 
¿QDO� PHQWDO� FDXVDWLRQ� VHYHUHG��
they have immediately begun 
to die and wash ashore bloody, 
beaten, rotting, some severed in 

twain as if to mirror the surface 
RI� WKH� SODQHW�� DQG�� LQ� VR� PDQ\�
ZRUGV��GHDG��7KH�PXVWDFKH�¿VK��
SLFWXUHG�EHORZ��KDV�KXQJ�RQ�E\�
D� WKUHDG�� KDYLQJ� SDUHQWDJH� LQ�
EQRWK� 0XUUXJOD� DQG� RQ� (DU-
WK� �ZKHUH� LW� LV� FDOOHG� D� 6XQ¿VK��
though it has no connection to 
their local star -- Earthbound 
folk taxonomize their creatures 
ZLWKRXW�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�PHWDSK\VL-
cal association). Over half of the 
ORFDO�PXVWDFKH�¿VKH�KDYH�SDVVHG�
RQ�DQG�WKHLU�FDXVHV�QRZ�VOHHS�LQ�
the mind of the Archive. 

If this continues, we will likely 
VHH� PRUH� DQG� PRUH� VSHFLHV�

threatened as their homeworld 
link severs further. They seem 
ORVW��/RVW�ZLWKRXW�KRSH�RI�EHLQJ�
IRQG�E\�WKHLU�SODQHWV�FKLHI�UHVFXH�
teams and homeworld security. 
It remains to be seen whether 
DQ\� RI� P\� IHOORZ� 0XUUXJORDQV�
will muster their Onyx, muster 
their Obsidian, and reforge the 
SODQHW� XQGHU� QHZ� VWHZDUGVKLS��
0XFK� OLNH� WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�
:RRGZDUG� �DQ� HYHQW� IDU� PRUH�
FRQVHTXHQWLDO� R̆� *HUJLD� WKDQ�

IRONV� RI� WKH� ,PSHULDO� &UHVFHQW�
seem to understand), the defe-
UHQFH� RI� WKH� SODQHW¶V� PLQG� DQG�
matter to a new angelic steward 
could herald in a new era of vi-
EUDQW� FU\VWDOOL]DWLRQ�� FRPSDF-
tion, melding, and cementation 
unlike those of the most ele-
JDQWO\�FDUYHG�PDUEOH�SDODFHV��

OQH� FDQ� KRSH�� ,Q� WKH�PHDQ-
while, do what you can to 

HDVH� WKH� VX̆HULQJ� RI� G\LQJ� ELR-
mes and, in the case of endange-
UHG�RQHV��KHOS�WKHP�¿QG�D�ORFDO�
tether. �
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&8/785(	62&,(7<�The Book of the Year

By T.T.T.t.T.T.T.t., California

The fates of several folk in 
*HUJLD� DSSHDUV� WR� EH� RXW� RI�

WKHLU�KDQGV��3DWULFLD�%RQQHW�KDV�
VSHQW�WKH�ODVW�¿YH�\HDUV�IROORZLQJ�
the movements of several dozen 
magical and nonmagical folk 
through all manner of tors and 
mounds as well as a handful 
ZKR� GRQ¶W� TXLWH� ¿W� LQWR� HLWKHU�
category. In her stunning debut, 
Out of Character �105 ݍ, Sky-
OODQG��� %RQQHW� EORZV� WKH� OLG� R �̆
RI� DVVXPSWLRQV� ZH� KDYH� DERXW�
who we are, why we choose, and 
whether your neighbor is really 
merely your neighbor.

She has tracked down at least 
WHQ� GL̆HUHQW� ³SOD\HUV´� LQ� D�

“game” who have taken control 
of what she calls “avatars” or 
“characters” within our world. 
3XOOLQJ� IURP� ORQJ�UHMHFWHG�
VWRU\ZHDYHU� K\SRWKHVLV� DERXW�
the nature of the worlds, Patri-
cia has here shown that at least 
SDUW� RI� LW� LV� WUXH�� VRPH� RXWVLGH�
The Vale do, indeed, control 
some who live inside The Vale. 
2QH�VXFK�SHUVRQ��DQ�DJURQRPLVW�
named Dane Hunter -- who re-

FHQWO\�ZKLSSHG�XS�D�ORYHO\�EDWFK�
of cider for the wedding of a se-
cond, Andrew Nash -- seems to 
have taken control of an avatar 
QDPHG� 7UDFNVXLW� 7UDFNOHWRQ� �D�
dubius name, but then again 
WUXWK� LV� VWUDQJHU� WKDQ� ¿FLWRQ��
and has run across the country-
side betting at cards and telling 
nonsentient bits of the world to 
ULVH�XS�DJDLQVW�LWV�VHQWLHQW�RYHU-
ORUGV��,Q�RQH�VXFK�FDVH��WKH�SOD-
yer Dane convinced the charac-
ter Tracksuit to tell a victory arch 
LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�FLW\�RI�0HJDPHVR�
to take a break. The arch seems 
to have taken this literally, fa-
OOHQ�� DQG� WKH� FLW\� RI� 0HJDPHVR�
-- whose fate had been bound to 
the victory arch -- fell soon af-
terwards. 

In another fascinating ins-
WDQFH�� DQRWKHU� SOD\HU� QDPHG�

(PLO\� 0XQUR�� D� ZULWHU� DQG� FX-
rator for something called The 
0DQKDWWDQ� &KLOGUHQ¶V� 0XVHXP�
�ZH¶UH� DVVXPLQJ� WKDW¶V� D� UHDO�
SODFH��FRQWUROV�D�VNHOHWRQ��$�ZDO-
king skeleton not unlike that of 
Dr. Halcyon who, until recently, 
seemed to be the only creature of 
WKLV�W\SH�WKDW�GLG�QRW�GHVHUYH�WR�

barrels full of buckshot and a gas 
SRZHUHG� FKDLQVDZ� WR� WKH� KHDG��
,W¶V�XQFOHDU�LI�VDLG�SOD\HU�UHDOL]HV�
the abnormality of such creatu-
UHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�RI� WKH�SDFL¿VWLF�
rational variety, but nevertheless 
it makes for fascinating theater 
for the reader. 

Still a third has chosen to em-
ERG\�KLPVHOI��LI�WKDW¶V�KRZ�LW�

works -- much of this remains 

Out of Character
%DFNGRRU�(\HZLWQHVV�$FFRXQW�RI�2XU�
0HWDQDUUDWLYH�0DQLSXODWHG�E\�*DPHUV�

YHU\� XQFOHDU�� SUDFWLFDOO\� VSHD-
king) as a Paint. Nevermind that 
such creatures exist only in myth 
�DQG�LQ�D�ZRUOG�RI�ZDONLQJ�P\WKV�
THAT is saying something). Ne-
vermind that we have nothing to 
feed such a creature. He seems 
to think that walking around in a 
ERG\EDJ�PDGH�RI�RLOV�DQG�SDVWHOV�
ZLOO�KHOS�KLP�QDYLJDWH�D�FLYLO�VR-
ciety of human beings. 

In any case, it’s a well sourced 
delve into a re-thinking of 

what had once been considered 
common knowledge: that we 
were alone, that nothing navi-
gates or controls the world, eat, 
drink, be merry for tomorrow we 
GLH��%XW�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�FDVH�
RI� 3DWULFLD� %RQQHW¶V� UHVHDUFK��
there’s more to food than eating, 
more to drink than drinking, 

more to making merry than me-
rrymaking. If she’s right, if in-
deed “characters” walk among us 
FRQWUROOHG� E\� ³SOD\HUV´� RXWVLGH�
The Vale, then the storyweavers 
may have had it right all along: 
this world, and the various chao-
ses therein, may well not be so 
lost as we once assumed. This 
ZRUOG¶V�DPDOJDPDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOHV�
DQG�SODFHV�DQG�VWRULHV�PD\�ZHOO�
result from becoming something 
OLNH� D� WUDLQ� GHSRW� IRU� HYHU\� QD-
rrative that has ever been writ-
ten. That means that you may 
well encounter not only Ceberus 
but Dante himself, not only a 
ELOO\EXPEOHU�� EXW� 6WHSKHQ� .LQJ�
and so on and so forth. So it goes. 
�,¶P� WROG� WKDW¶V�E\�D�JX\�QDPHG�
.XUW�9RQQHJXW"�

Of course, if this is true, the 
RQO\�ZD\�WKH�SUHVHQW�DXWKRU�

knows to handle it is with a bott-
le of burbon in each hand and 
a very stout cigar in his mouth. 
0HDQLQJ��RI�FRXUVH��WKDW�P\�SODQ�
of attack remains the same: eat, 
drink, be merry, for tomorrow 
ZH¶UH�SHUVRQL¿HG���

MY LOST NICKNAMERS: 
MEMOIRS OF ILLUSION
by Someun Sommerone  
Urmia Wet Press 
IvBN 456-45-45-248-9102

&ULWLFV� DUH� VXSSRVHG�
WR� R̆HU� LQVLJKWIXO� FULWL-
TXHV�RI�PHPRLUV�VXFK�DV�
WKLV��,I�WKDW¶V�P\�SXUSRVH�
KHUH��,�¿QG�WKLV�EODQG�DQG�
XQLQWHUHVWLQJ�� %XW� WKDW�
seems a disservice to the 
SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZURWH�LW�

Fundamentally, So-
meun seems a very lost 
VRXO�� IRUFHG� �DV� ZH� ¿QG�
in the afterword) from 
WKH� KHOS� VKH� KDG� UHFHL-
ved to wonder with the 
countless other mental 

refuges in the wake of 
the drought. Plagued by 
visions of a menancing 
cat and searching for her 
WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��KHU�KRSH-
less cause still -- however 
SRRUO\� DQG� XQSRHWLFDOO\�
written -- breaks one’s 
heart. �

THE FINDERS KEEPERS: 
UNGLOVING THE HAND 
THAT HOLDS THE LEASH 
OF EVERY BOUNTY 
HUNTER, MERCENARY, 
AND BOOGEYMAN
E\�'U��6 ܺH°XRܭ�
Skylland 
MnBN 111-223-8534-90

Though the title and 
FRYHU� DUH� JLOSVKLW�� WKLV�
ERRN� LV� JROG�� $SSDUHQWO\�
a losely connected web of 
SXSSHW� PDVWHUV� FRQWUROV�
the movings, wherea-
bouts, and assignments 
of every bounty hunter, 
mercenary, and boogey-
PDQ�RQ�SODQHW�*HUJLD��
0HWKRGLFDOO\� DUJXHG��

SURIHVVLRQDOO\� VRXUFHG��
this book will take you 
GHHS� LQWR� WKH� XQGHUEH-
lly of what seems to be a 
FRPPRQ� WUDGH� WR� ¿QG� D�
very uncommon source 
to every hunter you’ve 
ever met. �

LIFECYCLES OF THE 
HYDRAZITE MONSTER
by Liza Ricton¥on 
Vegevgo Publishing 
ISBN 978-87-9777-579-3

$� ������SDJH� EHKHPRWK�
ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�GDWD��SKR-
WRMRXUQDOLVP�� DQG� ODE�
VWXGLHV� WR� EDFN� KHU� XS��
/L]D� SUHVHQWV� D� WRXU� GH�
force in a long line of bes-
tiaries and natural histo-
ries.
� � � 6KH�KDV� VSHQW� WKH� ODVW�
decade following around 
hydrazite monsters, wat-
FKLQJ� WKHLU� IHHGLQJ� SDW-
WHUQV� �PRVWO\� WUHH� EORV-
soms, but the occassional 
ORVH�FKLOG���WKHLU�VOHHSLQJ�

SDWWHUQV� �RIWHQ�PLVWDNHQ�
for night clouds), their 
PDWLQJ�SDWWHUQV��D�VRUW�RI�
malignant coagulation), 
DQG� WKHLU� G\LQJ� SDWWHUQV�
�GLVVLSDWLRQ�� GLOXWLRQ�� RU�
ZLWK� WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�KX-
PDQV�� H[SORVLRQ��� &KHDS�
buy, great reference. �

Tracksuit 
Trackleton has run 
across the country 

tearing down 
arches.

It’s unclear if 
“players” realize the 

abnormalities of 
the characters they 

choose.


